MEMORANDUM FOR: John H. Dunni gan
Director, Ofice of Sustainable Fisheries

FROM Chri st opher Rogers
Chief, H ghly Mgratory Speci es Managenent
Di vi si on

SUBJECT: Federal Register notice announcing the

availability of an issues and options paper
regarding Atlantic shark managenent for
Amendnent 1 to the Fishery Managenent Pl an
for Atlantic Tunas, Swordfish and Sharks (HVS
FMP) - - DECI SI ON  MEMORANDUM

| request that you review the attached Federal Register notice
for clearance for publication. Based on the results of the 2002
smal | coastal shark (SCS) stock assessnent and the 2002 | arge
coastal shark (LCS) stock assessnent, the National Marine

Fi sheries Service (NOAA Fisheries) is considering new nanagenent
measures for sharks. The notice announces the availability of an
i ssues and options paper regarding Atlantic sharks for Amendnent
1 to the HMS FMP, requests coments fromthe public, and
announces seven public scopi ng neetings.

BACKGROUND

Based on the 2002 stock assessnments and the peer review of the
2002 LCS stock assessnent, NOAA Fisheries believes the

i npl enent ati on of new managenent neasures via an anmendnent to the
HVS FMP is necessary to rebuild or prevent overfishing of
Atlantic sharks. NOAA Fisheries anticipates conpleting this
anendnent and any rel ated docunents by January 1, 2004. Based on
the results of the 2002 SCS stock assessnent and the 2002 LCS
stock assessnent, NOAA Fisheries published an energency rule on
Decenber 27, 2002, to inplenent managenent neasures to rebuild or
prevent overfishing of Atlantic sharks, pending an anmendnent,

ef fective Decenber 31, 2002 through June 30, 2003.



REQUEST FOR COWMENTS

In anticipation of preparing an anmendnent to the HVS FMP, NOAA
Fisheries is soliciting conmments on inplenmentation of comerci al
and recreational nmanagenent neasures that would rebuild or
prevent overfishing of Atlantic sharks. NOAA Fisheries will use
this Issues and Options paper as a starting point for discussions
at seven public scoping neetings. Commercial nanagenent options
di scussed include quota levels, trip limts, mninmmsizes,

appl ying dead di scards and state | andings after a Federal closure
to the quota, counting quota over- and underages, and fishery
closure notices. Recreational nmanagenent options discussed
include retention limts, mninmmsizes, authorized gear, and

| andi ng requirenments. NOAA Fisheries is also seeking coment
regardi ng the prohibited shark species and the organi zati on of

t he speci es groupi ngs, and the issuance of exenpted fishing
permts.

RECOMVENDATI ON

| recommend that you sign the attached Federal Register notice
for publication and fax notice.

1. | concur.

Dat e

2. | do not concur.

Dat e

Att achment s



NOAA Fi sheries Announces the Availability of an Issues and
Opti ons paper Regarding Atlantic Sharks for Amendnent 1 to the
Atl antic Tunas, Swordfish, and Sharks Fi shery Mangenent Pl an,

Requests Comments, and Announces Seven Public Meetings

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fi sheries) announces
the availability of an issues and options paper regarding

Atl antic sharks for Arendnent 1 to the Atlantic Tunas, Swordfish
and Sharks Fi shery Managenent Plan (HVS FMP), requests public
comment, and announces the dates and tinmes of seven public

nmeet i ngs. The i ssues and options paper exan nes nanagenent
alternatives available to rebuild or prevent overfishing of

Atl antic sharks consistent with the | arge coastal sharks and
smal | coastal sharks stock assessnents, the Magnuson- Stevens

Fi shery Conservation and Managenent Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act),
and ot her relevant Federal |aws. Based on the 2002 stock
assessnments, NOAA Fisheries believes the inplenentation of new
managenent neasures via an anmendnent to the HVS FMP i s necessary
to rebuild or prevent overfishing of Atlantic sharks. NOAA

Fi sheries anticipates conpleting this amendnment and any rel ated
docunents by January 1, 2004.

NOAA Fi sheries is requesting coments on the issues and options
for this anmendnment. These commercial and recreational options

i nclude, but are not limted to: commercial quota |evels,
comercial trip limts, applying dead discards and state | andi ngs
after a Federal closure to the commercial quota, counting
commercial quota over- and underages, commercial fishery closure
notices, recreational retention limts, recreational authorized
gear, recreational |anding requirenents, commercial and
recreational mninmm sizes, prohibited shark species, and the
organi zati on of the species groupings. A copy of the docunent
can be obtained fromour website at:
http://ww. nnfs. noaa. gov/sfa/hnmspg. ht M or by contacting Heat her
Stirratt or Karyl Brewster-Geisz at (301) 713-2347.

NCAA Fisheries will hold seven public neetings to receive
coments fromfishery participants and ot her nenbers of the
public on the options nentioned above and described in the |Issues
and Options paper.



The neeting schedule is as foll ows:

Locati on

Addr ess

Dat e

Ti me

Si |l ver

Spring, M

Hol i day I nn

8777 Georgia Ave.

Silver spring, NMD 20910

Contact: Karyl Brewster-Geisz @
(301) 713-2347

February 10,
2003

1-6

PM

Mont auk, NY

Mont auk Fire House
12 Fl ami ngo Avenue
Mont auk, NY 11954
Cont act: Heat her
713- 2347

Stirratt @(301)

February 19,
2003

PM

Cocoa Beach,
FL

Cocoa Beach Public Library

550 North Brevard Avenue

Cocoa Beach, FL 32931

Contact: Geg Fairclough @ 727)
570- 5447

February 25,
2003

PM

Madei r a
Beach, FL

City of Madeira Beach

300 Muni ci pal Dr.

Madei ra Beach, FL 33708
Contact: Geg Fairclough @727)
570- 5447

February 27,
2003

PM

Ccean City,
VD

Ccean City Council Chanbers
301 Baltinore Ave.

Ccean CGity, MD 21842

Contact: Karyl Brewster-Ceisz

@301) 713-2347

March 5, 2003

7-9

PM

Mant eo, NC

North Carolina Aquarium
Roanoke | sl and
PO Box 967

Ai rport Road
Mant eo, NC 27954
Cont act: Heat her
713- 2347

Stirratt @(301)

March 6, 2003

7-9

PM

Port Aransas,
X

Uni versity of Texas

Mari ne Science Institute
Visitor’s Center (located on
Cotter St. near beach)
750 Channel View Dr.

Port Aransas, TX 78373
Contact: Heather Stirratt
713- 2347

@ (301)

March 11, 2003

7-9

PM

The neetings are physically accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign |language interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Heather Stirratt, 301-713-2347, at |east 7 days
prior to the neeting.

This FAX notice is a courtesy to Atlantic Shark Fisheries interests
to keep you infornmed about your fishery. Oficial notice of Federal



fishery actions is made through filing such notice with the Ofice of
the Federal Register. For further information, contact Karyl
Brewster-Geisz or Heather Stirratt at 301-713-2347 or G eg Fairclough
at 727-570-5447.

Ri chard Surdi Dat e
Acting Director Jan. 22, 2003
O fice of Sustai nable Fisheries



